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CAS number 330-54-1

Diuron is a white odorless, crystalline solid. It is available commercially as an 80 percent
wettable powder or a 35 percent aqueous suspension. It is slightly soluble in water and
hydrocarbons; soluble in acetone.

Diuron hydrolyzes in fairly strong acids [CDC].

Usage and exposure

Diuron is a broad-spectrum residual herbicide and algaecide used in agriculture for pre-
emergent and post-emergent control of broadleaved and grass weeds. It is also used to
control weeds and algae in and around water bodies and is a component of marine
antifouling paints [APVMA].

It is used to control weeds and mosses on non-crop areas and among many agricultural
crops such as fruit, cotton, sugar cane and legumes. Diuron works by inhibiting
photosynthesis [PMEP].

Routs of exposure

Exposure to diuron can occur through inhalation, ingestion, and eye or skin contact [CDC].

Target organ:

Upper respiratory tract, eyes, skin.

Health hazards

No information on the toxic effects of occupational exposure to diuron is available. Based
on effects seen in animals, acute exposure to diuron would be expected to cause mild skin
irritation and headaches, drowsiness, and incoordination [CDC].
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